12         KING ALFRED AND THE CAKES

1.  All the people in the towns and the
country alike were afraid of some terrible
men who came in their ships across the
sea, and tried to take away the towns
and fields from their owners and live
there instead.

2.  They   robbed    the    houses    and
churches, and set fire to them.    They
killed all the men, and even the mothers
and the children who could not get away
to the woods and hide.

3.  They sailed up the rivers into the
country,  and  burned   everything they
could not carry away.

4.  These   fierce   people   were   called
Danes, and so many of them came one
year that King Alfred found that his
soldiers were afraid to follow him and
fight

5.  So King Alfred thought that he
would wait a little until he could get
soldiers enough to drive the Danes out
of the country.

6.  He put on the clothes of a shep-